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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 


Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. 


of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 487. 


The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 


A statement 





Samples. 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 


Date. 





| 


Page. 





Haricot Beans from Russia 

Wood paving block from Argentina 

Cotton from Argentina 

Japanese frog skins ... 

Angola Root and other Rubber, St. Thomé Cocoa and 
Almadeina Gum eee one one eee ong 

Copper ore from Rhodesia 

Landolphia rubber from Natal , 

Vegetable asbestos produced in Chungking» 

Locally manufactured native silk from Crete 

Gum arabic from Egypt 

Talc from Venezuela.. 

Salt from Dealesville, Orange River Colony 

Locally dyed cotton cloth sold in Chungking... 

Fruit of the Myristica sebifera and its product ~_ istina 
(a vegetable fat) from Guatemala 

Mangrove bark from Inhambane 

Monazite sand, manganese ore, cocoa, ‘coffee, “yubber, 
whale-oil, rosewood, carnauba wax and coquilho nuts 
from the State of Bahia ons soe ose oes 

Cotton goods sold in Uskub.. 

Rafia wax from Madagascar . eee 

Silk produced by improved methods at Hochou ... 

‘** Pochote”’ fibre, cleaned, from Mexico 
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The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are 


Dominion of 


73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, 


also at 
Canada, 


Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 


on pp. 487-8. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders for the supply of Deck Spans. 


Deck Spans. 


The 


conditions of contract may be obtained on 


application to the Director General of Stores, 


So Or eng Pah Gty Dare tren TO FL IY coor ket re 
ee e376 Sap SOM Dry 4 3 oi So? ads ca ee 
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India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at 
that office by 2 p.m. on the 10th December, after which time no 
tender will be received. 





| CANADA. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained :— 


Commercial 
Enguiries. 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm are desirous of hearing from Canadian houses 
requiring a buyer and shipping agent to look after export and im- 
port business in the United Kingdom, and are prepared to act for 
any parties specially interested in the automobile industry. 

A Midlands firm manufacturing plumbers’ brass and iron work 
and supplies of all kinds desire to get into touch with interested 
persons in Canada. 

A London firm desire to obtain the names of the leading im- 
porters of machinery in Canada, who might be interested in their 
specialties in steam and hand power laundry and dairy machinery. 

A North of England firm manufacturing wood-working machinery 
suitable for joiners, cabinetmakers, wheelwrights, shipbuilders, 
railway carriage and waggon builders, saw and moulding mills, 
school furniture makers, &c., desire to hear from Canadian 
importers. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

Enquiry has been received from Ontario for the names of United 
Kingdom importers of Canadian charcoal. 

A manufacturers’ agent, stated to possess good connexions in 
all the principal cities of Canada, and offering good references, 
desires to obtain further agencies for cloths, laces and linens; also 
cotton goods, general dry goods, &c. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRY. 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents and commission merchants in 
Montreal are prepared to represent a manufacturer of boot and shoe 
laces, and also of goods handled by boot and shoe manufacturers. 
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CANADA— continued. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Winnipeg firm seek a few additional agencies in goods 
handled by the grocery and drug trades. 

A Canadian firm shipping crude sulphur ask to be placed in 
correspondence with United Kingdom buyers, or would appoint an 
agent in the United Kingdom. 

A producer of graphite in Ontario wishes to correspond with © 
United Kingdom manufacturers using graphite ore. 

A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal are prepared to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers of blouses, clothing, and 
goods purchased by the wholesale dry goods trade. 

A firm of commission brokers in Winnipeg are prepared to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers of grocery specialties and 
goods handled by wholesale grocers ; also tobacconists’ and bottlers’ 
supplies. 

A firm in Ottawa wish to be placed in communication with 
purchasers of mica, molybdenite and pulp wood. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 





CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 348 of the “ Board of Trade 
Building and Journal ” of the 21st November, relative to a 
Railway project for the construction of a railway to the 
Senses top of Table Mountain and the provision of an 
‘hotel in connexion therewith, the Cape Town 
Correspondent of the Board of Trade (Mr. HE. J. Cattell) has now 
forwarded a copy of the following advertisement recommended by 
the Special Committee of the Cape Town Council for insertion in 
South African, English, Continental and American papers :— 

The Council (of the Cape Town Corporation) invite proposals, up 
to noon on the 31st March, 1908, for both or either of the following 
projects :— 

(a) The construction and working of a railway up Table 
Mountain. 

(b) The erection and conduct of a suitable hotel at the termina- 
tion of the said railway. 

The Council are prepared to consider a proposed concession for a 
term of, approximately, 25 years. Particulars and conditions, so far 
as they are available, may be obtained at the office of the Town 
Clerk, and such plans of the Mountain as are in the possession of 
the Council may be inspected at the office of the City Engineer, 
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City Hall. ‘Tenderers must state their proposals in writing and 
submit the same under seal and endorsed “Table Mountain 
Railway and Hotel” at the office of the Town Clerk. The Council 


do not bind themselves to accept any proposal. 





RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) has forwarded samples 
, of haricot beans that he has received from a 
Haricot Beans for ' ‘ 
local export merchant who wishes to get into 
Export: Samples nae? "4 _ ; 
seni communication with firms in the United 
Kingdom willing to import this commodity. 
Samples of the kind of beans in question,with particulars of prices 
f.o.b. London, &c., may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 75, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
Communications from British firms interested should be 
addressed to H.M. Consul, Batoum. 





GERMANY: 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin (Dr. P. Schwabach) has forwarded 
copies of the form of tender and ordinary and 
Petroleum. special conditions of contract relating to the 
supply to the Prussian State Railway 
Directorates of 7,765,000 kilos. of petroleum for lighting purposes, 
divided into the following lots for delivery to the various District 
Directorates :-— 
1,400,000 kilos. for Berlin. 
1.500,000 - Halle-on-Saale. 


765,000 ‘ Bromberg. 
950,000 Pr Dantzig. 
800,000 1 K6nigsberg (Prussia). 


1,350,000 ‘ Magdeburg. 
1,000,000 ” Stettin. 

Sealed tenders, inscribed ‘‘ Angebot auf Petroleum,” must be 
delivered to the “ Rechnungsbureau, 1-4, Schoeneberger Ufer, 
Berlin, W., 35, not later than 11 a.m. on the 13th December, and 
samples of the kind designated in the conditions of contract are to 
be forwarded to the ‘“ Rechnungsbureau (Materialabtheilung), 
No. 5 Flottwell Strasse, Berlin, W.,” not later than 10th December. 

Forms of tender and contract may be obtained at the ‘‘ Zentral- 
bureau, Zimmer 420,” 1-4, Schoeneberger Ufer, Berlin, W., 35, 
on payment of 64d. each (by Post Office Order or Postal Order, 
but not in stamps). Copies may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


London ; E.C. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


H.M,. Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. W. A. Churchill) reports that 
tenders will be received up to noon on the 12th 
Paper. December at No. 212 Nieuwe Zijds Voor- 
burgwal, Amsterdam, for the supply to the 
Colonial Office of paper in lots as follows :— 
(1) 4,090 reams of various kinds. 
(2) 5,650 _,, double writing paper. 
(3) 100 ,, writing paper, normal 2a. 
‘'- Fae. cartridge paper. 
(5) 2,700,000 metres of various kinds of roll paper. 
Specifications may be obtained from the “ Koloniaal Etablisse- 
ment,” Amsterdam, or from Cleef Brothers, The Hague, at 4d. for 
each lot. 


The Belgian Legation at The Hague reports that the Dutch 

Government has submitted to the States 

Railway Plant. General a Bill for granting a subsidy of 60,000 

florins (about 5,000/.) for the construction of a 

railway, about 20 kilométres in length, from Weert to the Belgian 

frontier in the direction of Maeseyck. ‘The estimated cost of this 
railway is 180,000 florins (about 15,000/.). 


The Dutch Government has also submitted a project for granting 
a subsidy to the concessionaire of the tramways 
Tramway Plant. of Gorredijk, Assen, Steenwijk, Oosterwolde, 
and Meppel Smilde. These tramways will 

have a length of 110 kilométres. 


The “ Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant” announces that the Dutch 
Government propose to grant a subsidy of 
Railway Plant. 140,000 florins (about 11,6661.) for the con- 
struction and working of a railway from Erm 
to Ter Apel vid Emmen. This line will have a length of 24 
kilométres, and is estimated to cost 420,000 florins (about 35,000/.). 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” of 25rd November announces that 
Railway — are invited for the supply, in 37 lots, 
Materials. of various materials in connexion with the 
Belgian State Railways; also for the supply, 

in 82 lots, of points and crossings, &c. 

Tenders must be sent in to the offices of the State Railways at 
Brussels before the 4th January, 1908. Specifications and further 
particulars may be obtained from M. de Rudder, Admmmamanpirer 
des voies et travaux, 11 Rue de Louvain, Brussels. 








146 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Dec. 5, 1907, 


Openings for British Trade. 





BELGIU M—continued. 


The ‘ Bulletin,” containing further details, may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C, 


The “ Moniteur Belye” of 26th November announces that tenders 

are invited for the supply and installation of 
Electrical Plant. machinery necessary for the transformation of 

the electric current from alternating to con- 
tinuous, in a sub-station on the local railway from Brussels to 
Grimberghen. Tenders must be sent in before the 10th December 
to the Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, Rue de la 
Science 14, Brussels. Specifications may be obtained from the 
above Société at the cost of 1 franc. 


The “ Moniteur Belge ” of 30th November announces that tenders 
will shortly be invited for works in connexion 

Harbour Works. with the construction of the south section of the 
‘ bassin-canal” at Antwerp. 


The “* Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 27th November announces 

Viaduct that tenders are invited for the construction of 

hemes a viaduct across the Chaussée Romaine over 

‘the Avenue Houba-de Strooper. Tenders must 

be sent in to the “*‘ Maison communale” at Laeken lez-Bruxelles, 
before the 15th December. 


The same ‘“ Moniteur” also announces that tenders are invited 
for the supply of cast iron, steel, and copper, 
Railway Plant. in 42 lots, for works connected with the Belgian 
State Railways. 
- The date of the adjudication has not yet been fixed. 





FRANCE. 


The Acting British Consul at Rouen reports that tenders will 

, ; be opened on the 18th December, at the 
Briquettes, Oil, br éfecture of Rouen (Department of the Seine 
Grease, Tallow Inférieure), for the supply of the following goods 
and Petroleum. required for the use of the Port of Dieppe 
Services :— 

1. 2,200 tons of briquettes (charbon aggloméré), the maximum 
cost of which is placed at 72,600 francs (2,9001.). 

2. 20,600 kilos. of oil, grease, tallow and petroleum, the 
maximum cost of which is placed at 10,547 francs (about 4221.). 

For further particulars, application should be made to the 


Préfecture at Rouen. 
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FRANCE—continued. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at St. Nazaire (Mr. A. Trillot) 
reports that tenders are invited by the Prefecture 

Port Works. of the Loire-Inférieure for the execution of port 

works at St. Nazaire, comprising the widening of 
the lock between the old and new docks, the extension of the “ Quai 
Eugene Periere” over a length of 130 metres, and the enlarge- 
ment of No. 1 dry dock at Penhouet. Tenders will be opened at 
the Prefecture at 2 p.m. on 14th December. 

The Vice-Consul remarks that firms desiring to tender should 
send representatives either to St. Nazaire or to Nantes to ascertain 
the conditions and terms of contract, as a copy of the ‘“ Cahier des 
Charges” is not obtainable. The contract will be awarded to the 
firm offering the greatest percentage on the estimated cost 


(80,0001.). 





SPAIN. 


The * Gaceta de Madrid” of 23rd November contains a copy of a 
Decree authorising D. Carlos Levisson to 
Hydraulic Plant. appropriate 55 litres per second of the water 
of the rivers of Arane and Iturrigorri, in the 
jurisdiction of Bilbao. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a copy of a Decree authorising the 
Orconera Iron Ore Company, Limited, to con- 
struct an aerial transporter from the mine Carmen 
VII. to Monte Mizquiz, and from Pucheta to 
Gallarta, in the province of Vizcaya. 


Aerial 
Transporter. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 26th November contains an applica- 
tion by the Compania de Tranvia Urbano of 
Bilbao for a concession for the construction of 
an electric tramway from the “ Plaza Circular ” 
to the North railway station. 

One month from the above date is allowed for the presentation 
at the Directorate-General of Public Works (Direccién general 
de Obras piblicas), Madrid, of other applications for this concession, 
on terms more favourable to the Government. 


Electric 
Tramway Plant. 


The same ‘“ Gaceta ” contains a notice to the effect that tenders are 
invited for the construction of a tramway for 
animal traction from Laredo vié Colindres to 
Treto (Santander). Local representation is 
necessary. ‘Tenders must be sent in before the 30th January, 
1908, to the same address. The ‘“Gaceta” may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


Tramway 
Construction. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The “ Gaceta ” of 28th November states that the “ Direccién general 
de Obras pidblicas” has granted a concession 
to D. Adolfo Espinosa y Espinosa for the con- 
struction of a narrow gauge mine railway, with 
steam traction, from ‘ La Cerdmica Madrilefia” factory to the 
territories of the Santa Catalina mine called ‘“ Los Barros de 
Escudilla.” 


The same ‘“ Gaceta” further announces that the above-named 
Electri “ Direccién ” has granted a concession to “ La 
aoe a Compania general de Tranvias y Ferrocarriles 
y " vecinales ” of Alicante to instal electric traction 

on the tramways in Alicante, of which they are concessionaires. 


Railway 
Construction. 





ITALY—SICILY,. 


H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. 8. J. A. Churchill, M.V.O.) reports 
Prize for Postal that the Italian Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 
ate Go is offering a prize of 30,000 hre for postal 
' motor cars of the omnibus type capable of 
carrying a load of 1,800 kilos. The motors are to be Italian-built 
and not more than three may be presented by any one maker. 
Requests to take part in this competition must reach the Minister | 
of Posts and Telegraphs not later than the 10th December. The 
cars themselves are to be presented in June, 1908: they will be 
required to do at least 2,000 kilometres on any sort of carriageable 
road. 





TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Constantinople (Mr. H. C. A. Eyres) has 
received an application from a firm in that city 


a erga who are willing to represent British manufac- 
o- turers, chiefly in the following lines :—Worsted 


yarns, sewings, sail-cloths, tarpaulins, groceries, safes, bedsteads, 
cast-iron pipes, gas pipes, paint brushes, paints, army cloth, &e. 

Communications from British firms relative to the above should 
be sent to H.M. Consul-General, Constantinople. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E 
Seymour Bell) reports that there is a consider- 

Fuller’s Earth. able demand in the so-called rice belt in the 
Southern States for tale powder, which is used 

in the process of polishing rice. ‘ Rice Industry ” (Houston) calls 
attention to the fact that recently there has been a great scarcity 
of tale powder in the district, and states that it is proposed to 
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employ Fuller’s earth as a substitute. A certain amount of 
Fuller’s earth, says Mr. Bell, is found in Texas, but there ought to 
be an opening for the imported article provided it can be delivered 
in Galveston or New Orleans at a sufficiently low price. 


MEXICO. 
The “ Diario Oficial” of 16th November notifies applications made 
Plant for Manufacture of °° the Mexican Government by Sr. 
' Juan Alonso to establish new industries, 
Leather and Production . . 

, viz.:—(1) The manufacture of leather ; 

of Tanning and Dyeing ,5. . . 
(2) the production of tanning and 

Materials. 4 . . 
dyeing materials from different plants. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
H.M. Minister at Buenos Ayres has forwarded a copy of a Law, 
Munici published in the “ Boletin Oficial” of 16th 
anicipal Loan October, authorising the Municipality of that 
for Public Works October: authorising the Municipality of that 
oh ieee Renin city to contract a loan of 15,000,000 dollars 
yFeS- gold (3,000,0001.), part of which is to be applied 
inter alia as follows :—Reconstruction and municipalisation of the 
markets; canalisation of the streams Medrano and Maldonado ; 
acquisition of lands for and the installation of crematory ovens or 
other system of destroying rubbish; reforming the Lainiers 
abattoirs, &c. 
It is understood that the loan is not likely to be issued at 
present, the state of the money market being considered 
unfavourable. 


H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. Ross, C.B.) reports that 
Tramway the Welsh Colonists at Chubut have revived the 
Sstetien scheme mooted a couple of years ago of con- 
structing a steam tramway from Gaiman to 
Sanja, a distance of 70 kilometres (45 miles). The construction of 
such a line will, he says, provide transport for produce raised in the 
Chubut valley which, at present, has to be taken to the railhead in 
carts. Further, a considerable saving will be effected in the cost of 
transporting goods imported which are at present landed at Port 
Madryn and carried by rail vid Trelew to the railhead. When 
the new line is made, goods will be landed at Rawson and the rail 
journey from Madryn saved, ‘The ocean freight to Madryn is the 
same as that to Rawson. 

A considerable amount of capital has already been promised by 
private individuals and by the Co-operative Mercantile Association, 
and the Association has been entrusted with the preparation of 
plans, the purchase of material, &c. 


ECUADOR: 
See notice on p. 480. 














Railway and 
Telegraph Material. 
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CENSUS OF PRODUCTION. 

The third meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Coal 
Mining Industry was held on the 28th November, at the offices of 
the Board of Trade. Those present were :—Mr. A. Wilson Fox, 
C.B. (presiding); Mr. T. Ratcliffe Ellis; Mr. R. Baird; Mr. R. 
Guthrie; Mr. Gascoyne Dalziel; Mr. A. H. Heath; Mr. G. J. 
Binns; Mr. W. 8S. Barrett; Mr. W. N. Atkinson, Superintending 
Inspector of Mines; Prof. 8. 4. Chapman; Mr. M. Delevingne of 
the Home Office ; Mr. G. J. Stanley, C.M.G.; Mr. H. W. Macrosty, 
and Mr. G. C. L. Maunder (acting Secretary). 





GOAL PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION IN THE 
PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 


fhe following particulars relating to the production and con- 
sumption of coal in the principal countries in the world are 
extracted from a Return [Coal Tables, 1906—Statistical Tables 
relating to the production, consumption, &c., of coal, &c., &&.— 
349/1907] recently issued by the Board of Trade :— 

Production.—The production of coal in the five principal coal- 
producing countries of the world in 1904, 1905, and 1906 was 
as follows :— 























Countries. | 1904. | 1905. | 1906, 
| Tons.* Tons.* | Tons.* 

United Kingdom ies a ..., 232,428,000 | 236,129,000 | 251,068,000 
Germany wee wae weet 118,874,000 | 119,350,000 | 134,914,0004 
France ... wl we isle w«| 932,964,000 34,652,000 33,762,000+ 
Belgium... 9... vee eee, ewe} 22,395,000 | 21,506,000 | 23,232,000+ 
United States of America... w+, 314,122,000 | 350,821,000 | 369,672,000+ 

* Tons of 2,240 lb. + Provisional figures. 


The production of coal in 1906 in the United Kingdom, Germany 
and the United States, was greater than in any previous year. 

In France, owing doubtless to the labour dispute in the northern 
coalfields in the early part of the year, the output for 1906 shows 
a decline of nearly one million tons. It should be noted, however, 
that whilst the French output for the first half of 1906 was only a 
little over 15 million tons, the output of the second half of the 
year amounted to 184 million tons. In Belgium the decline in 
the production, which had been in progress from 1902 to 1905, 
appears to have been checked, and the output in 1906, viz., 
234 million tons, has only been exceeded by that of 1902 and 
1903. Of the remaining countries included in the tables, Russia 
alone has a production exceeding 20 million tons. 

It will be seen that the- production of the United States now 
exceeds that of the United Kingdom by nearly 50 per cent., but 
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Coal Production and Consumption in the Prinepal Countries 


of the World. 


the production of Germany represents only about a half, and that 
of France and Belgium together rather more than a quarter of the 
production of this country. 

The total known coal production of the world (exclusive of 
brown coal or lignite) in 1906 was about 905 million tons, of 
which the United Kingdom produced less than a third. 

As compared with its population, the production of coal in the 
United Kingdom still surpasses that in the United States. It 
amounts to 53 tons per head; whilst in the United States it -is 
rather more than 44 tons per ‘head. In Belgium it amounts te 
34 tons per head, in Germany to about 2} tons, and in France to 
under | ton. 

The following statement shows the production of coal in the 
principal British Colonies and Possessions in the years 1904, 1905, 
and 1906. The amounts are in every case stated in tons of 
2,240 lb. :— 


Production of Coal in Principal British Colonies and Possessions. 

















Country. 7 1904. 1905. | 1906. 
} 
y pe 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British India 7 8,216,000 8,418,000 9,783,000* 
Australian Commonw ealth ‘ 6,854,000 7,494,000 8,596,000* 
New Zealand oe 1,538,000 1,586,000 1,730:000* 
Canada ... ..| 7,370,000 7,739,000 8,717,000* 
Transvaal | 2,151,000 2,327,000 2,983,000 
Cape of Good Hope ove} 154 000 347,000 | 128,000* 
Natal “ 858,000 | 1,129,000 |  1,239,000* 
j } ' 





* Provisional figures. 


No single British Colony or Possession yet produces as. much as 
10,000 000 tons per annum, although the Indian output now 
approaches that figure. 

In Australia the output per head of population during 1906 
amounted to just over two tons, in New Zealand and the ‘Transvaal 
to rather less than two tons, in Canada to nearly one and a-hatf 
tons, and in Natal to about one ton. 

The statistics of lignite production show that the principal 
countries of production are Germany, Austria, and Hungary, which 
in 1905 produced 55,668,000 tons, 22,327,000 tons, and 5,991,006 
tons respectively, whilst the provisional figures available for the 
production of Germany in 1906 indicate a production of 55,508,000 
tons. In Austria the output of lignite for 1906 was 23, 779, 000 
tons, an increase compared with 1905 of nearly 1,500, 000 tons. 
The quantity of lignite produced in the United States is included 
in the figures for the production of coal already given. ‘The latest 
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Coal Production and Consumption in the Prinetpal Countries 
of the World. 





- 


available figures giving the production of lignite separately relate 
to 1905, when it amounted to 6,149,000 tons, as against a produc- 
tion in 1904 of 5,684,000 tons. In no other country does the 
quantity produced reach 1,000,000 tons. In the United Kingdom 
it has for some years been wil. 


Consumption.— The consumption of coal in some of the chief 
consuming countries is shown in the following statement, in 
which the countries are given in the order of importance as coal 
consumers :— 





— | 1904, 














| |} 1908. 1906. 
| 
| 
: Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
United States ... von one ***| 307,610,000 , $43,281,000 | 361,492,000 
United Kingdon — nie ---| 166,609,000 | 169,017,000 | 174,329,000 
Germany iow a on ..-| 104,094,000 | 106,716,000 | 119,282,000 
France ... a _ on .--| 45,433,000 45,915,000 50,298,000 
Russia ... -— ase we .-.| 22,761,000 22,680,000 | 25,786,000* 
Belgium ... - _ _ ...| 19,726,000 19,661,000 | 22,509,000 
Austria-Hungary -_ _ --.| 18,421,000 19,314,000 | 21,181,000 





* Provisional figures. 

It will be seen from these figures that the total consumption of 
coal in the United States is now twice as great as that in any other 
country ; exceeding, in fact, the combined consumption of the 
United Kingdom, Germany and France. The consumption of 
coal per head of population in the United States now exceeds that 
in the United Kingdom as appears from the following statement, 
which applies to 1906 :— 


| Austria- | 














° 7 ° 
Kiewdou em Belgium. | Germany. | France. | ciate | Lussia. 
. . fa) oe eS 7 
: , | 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 
3°99 4°30* 3°17* 1°94* 1:28* | O-44* | O-17* 
| | 











* Provisional figures. 

It appears from the above that Belgium is the only other foreign 
country in which the per captta consumption of coal exceeds 3 tons 
per annum. Both in France and Germany the consumption per 
head appears small, but in these countries a large quantity of fuel 
of other sorts, such as turf, wood, lignite, and denatured spirits is 
also in use, 





ae oe ee 
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COTTON PRODUCTION IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 

The following table, showing the acreage of land under cotton, 
and the quantity produced, in the various British Colonies, 
Possessions and Protectorates in each of the years 1905 and 
1906, has been prepared in the Board of Trade :— 























1905. | 1906, 
Colonies, Possessions and a ee. =e = 
Protectorates. | 
Area. | Production. | Area. Production. 
Acre 3 Acre Lbs. 

British India (a) (see note) om sad , Si 072. "000 +1, 370, 400, 000 | 22,344, 000 | 1.963,200,000 
Ceylon hs aaah ah aieannuein ssa (b) | (e) 154,890 296 | (ce) 267,126 
Queensland .. a ove ene eee one 171 | 113,008 | 138 | 77,351 
. ssh is ae ose ‘ise ioe 10 | 18 — 
Natal . pagion 157 | (b) 212 19,865 
Nyasaland (British ‘Central Africa) Protec- | 

torate os ae 10,262 (d) 2,377,760 | 7,107 | (4)1,279,681 
Uganda Protectorate (a) .. ie t- (c) 96,098 | (b) (e) $91,244 
British East Africa Protectorate | _ an " (¢) 99,456 | (e) 400 | (e) 80,000 
Protectorate of Northern Nigeria a weet & = (8) (ce) 123,548 (e) 356,167 
Protectorate of Southern Nigeria re veel (c) 96,306 | | (e) 2.695.923 
Colony of Southern _— enti - veal (c)*1,278,569 | ns 
Gold Coast ... ‘eis mm F 2,000 (ec) 29,124 | b | (e) 92,886 
Sierra Leone.. wna a = | (e) 68,808 | | (e) 87,805 
Gambia a aa. aa oe ¢) 2,572 | | (e 129 
Bahamas... ies js ia i nel’ (b (c 6,676 | c 13,105 
Jamaica (a)... Hee (©) 88,133 188 ¢ 19,080 
St. Lucia... ’ ec 1,610 |) h ‘e) §00 
St. Vincent (a) ro ee ce) *138,150 | f (¢) 263,036 
Barbados _... ves bet i RF ... fe) 2,000 344,232 (e) 5,000 483,473 
Grenada _.... don me a ae Lei (d) (e) 212,722 | (b) (ec) 311,298 
Leeward Islands ... nell , i “aa 4,640 Ce 392,917 | 6,050 | (¢c) 471,238 
‘Trinidad and Tobago (1).. ia (6 | (ec 14,951 | (5) | (e) 11,077 
British Guiana (@)... _* fei - a 17 | (e 1,121 | 10! (e) "303 
ee, a cae) ae We Gti) gk, 668 | 162,448 | 670 | 166,534 
ein) cee b ame’ ce ‘D) 782,712 | b) | 1,606,505 











Norr.—It is stated in the original returns that the figures given for India are approximate only, 
and that the estimates of production for 1905 were very defective, the figures given being generally 
too low. ‘lhe crop for that year was also unfavourably affected by the weather and the r: ivages of 
insect pests. Measures have been taken to obtain more reliable results. 

(a) For the 12 months ended 31st March of the years following those stated. 

(6) Cannot be stated. 

c) Domestic exports, no figures for production being available. 

d) Unginned cotton. 
(¢) Approximate only. 
* Revised figures. 


AGRICULTURE IN THE TRANS-CAUCASUS. 

H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) reports that the 
excessively dry spring, followed by a rainless spell during the 
early summer while the cereal crops were in growth, resulted in 
the harvest season in the Trans-Caucasus being much delayed. 
Generally speakiug, the production and yield is far below the 
average in quantity and quality throughout almost all the provinces 
included in that district. 

The population of the eastern portions of the Trans-Caucasus 
embarked on a more extensive cultivation of rice than in previous 
years ; but, so far as can be ascertained at present, the crop will 
only be an average one. 

Only a limited quantity of cotton was sown during the year, 
farmers being afraid to cultivate it on an extensive scale through 
fear of locusts. 

In spite of the dry season hay has yielded a medium crop in 
the Eastern Caucasus; it has, however, failed in the Midland and 
Western Provinces. 
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Agriculture in the Trans-Caucasus 








An average quantity of wheat was sown in 1907, but, owing to 
the ravages of the locusts, the yield was a poor one. 

Maize in the Western Caucasus is likely to give a crop which 
will be above the average both in quantity and quality, although 
the area under cultivation is not so great as in previous years. 

A fair quantity of barley was sown during 1907, but, owing to 
the ravages caused by locusts, the crop is reported to be bad. 

The tea crop is good and abundant, and the Imperial Domains 
Authorities at Chakva continue to increase its cultivation. The 
production this year is estimated to exceed 100,000 Ib. 

The area under vine cultivation is steadily on the increase, and 
the production of wine is augmenting by leaps and bounds. The 
vintage for this year is expected to be good and prolific, and, so far 
as the production of wine is concerned, 1907 will probably be a 
record year. | 

All varieties of fruit are good andabundant. Vegetables are also 
very plentiful, watermelons and muskmelons being exceptionally 

ood. | 

Owing to the successful cultivation of the young mulberry shoots 
and leaves sown as food for the silkworm, the silk industry of 1907 
has continued to make progress. ‘The crop of cocoons in the 
Caucasus was not quite so great as in the previous year, but, on 
the other hand, a record crop was obtained in many parts of 
Northern Persia and the bulk of the crop from that region was 
sent to Batoum for shipment to the South of France. 

On account of the defective cereal crop, the population of the 
Eastern Caucasus had plenty of spare time during the autumn and 
early winter months of 1906-7 to dig for licorice root, and it is 
estimated that nearly 14,000 tons was dug, and delivered at the 
licorice press factories. 

As a result of the continued drought the tobacco crop of 1907 
was not so abundant as that of 1906; the quality of the tobacco 
grown in Batoum is, however, said to be good. 


H.M. Consul at Novorossisk (Mr. A. Geelmuyden) reports that 
the yield of sunflower seed is very abundant and the quality better 
than ever before. The whole of the output of this commodity is 
consumed by the oilmills in the interior. 

The output of oilcake, which depends on the sunflower seed crop, 
is also great, and it is estimated that 800,000 tons will be shipped 
from Novorossisk. 

The abundance of sunflower-seed stalks promises a big output of 
carbonate of potash, and a considerable increase in the export of 
that commodity is anticipated. 

The tobacco crop in 1907 suffered both in quantity and quality, 
the output being estimated at only 8,000 tons. 
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LYONS SILK MARKET. 

H.M. Consul at Lyons (Mr. E. R. E. Vicars) has forwarded the 
following report on the present critical condition of the Lyons silk 
market and the causes that have contributed to it. He says that, 
although the market is in a state of utter stagnation, there have 
not so far been any important failures—only one or two of the 
minor houses having been submerged :— 

Up to September last the trade in both silk and silk stuffs had 
been very active for a year past, with the result that prices had 
risen considerably, attaining the highest points in May and early 
in September respectively. Factories had large orders on hand, 
stocks of silk were low, and arrivals were for the most part absorbed 
immediately they came on the market. Silk in fact was scarce, 
and therefore dear. 

After reaching their high-water mark in the first week in Sep- 
tember, affairs became quieter as heavy shipments arrived from the 
Far East and made their influence felt in the Lyons market— 
dealers and consumers alike being chiefly engaged in coping with 
existing contracts, and displaying no particular inclination to 
embark on fresh ones. ‘These heavy arrivals coincided with a 
tightness in the money-market, and these two causes in combina- 
tion had the effect of sending prices very slowly down. 

The growth of consumption during the first nine months of 1907 
may be seen by a glance at the French conditioning house returns 
and export statistics for that period for each of the last three 


years :— 








on | Conditioning House | Exports of Silk 
— a Returns. | Manufactures. 
Lb. Lb. £ 
1905 a — _ Ae 11,532,400 8,477,920 | 8,554,800 
Ee eae von 11,095,920 8,439,420 | 8,979,360 
1907 sae _ oni a 12,474,000 10,222,080 | 10,816,960 
| 








In October the fall in silver sent down the exchange in Shanghai 
and Canton, thus lowering the cost of Asiatic silk, and sending 
prices—already on the down grade—still lower. This made an 
unfavourable impression on buyers, who, in spite of the reduction 
in prices, displayed no inclination whatever to purchase beyond 
their immediate requirements. On the top of this distinctly ner- 
vous state of the market came the violent financial crisis in the 
United States, which produced a most demoralising effect and 
caused a heavy fall in prices that has continued steadily up to 
the present time. As an example of this decline, Mr. Vicars men- 
tions Japan silk (filature No, 14), which dropped from 59-60 on 
7th September to 58-59 on 7th October, and on 20th November 
stood at 48. He adds that this particular quality has suffered 
most of all, owing to its chief market being the United States, 
but the decline has been all-round, only differing in degree. 
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Iyons Silk Market. 








Notwithstanding this heavy fall in the price of the raw material, 
the market has remained dull, and business has been slack. Such 
a state of things as that which has existed in America for the last 
few weeks was bound to react on European markets, and in addi- 
tion to the general feeling of unrest, fears have been entertained at 
Lyons lest the crisis across the Atlantic should result in the can- 
celling of existing orders for stuffs, and that, moreover, the lessened 
purchases of silk in the United States should have the effect of 
throwing on to the European market more silk than it is capable 
of assimilating. 

The crisis may thus be said, Mr. Vicars remarks, to have had its 
birth outside France, and to have sprung in the main from two 
outside causes acting simultaneously on the market—the fall in the 
exchange in the Far Kast when prices were ruling high, and the 
chaotic state of affairs in the United States, with the almost 
hysterical nervousness and timidity which it has engendered on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The very considerable increase in the 
production of silk which the year has seen has doubtless, he adds, 
also played its part in bringing about the present situation, but 
only ina minor degree. The only hope of improvement lies in 
the re-establishment of confidence in America. Once this has 
been brought about, the market has little to fear, for European 
consumption of silk-stuffs continues satisfactory. 





ELECTRICAL ENTERPRISES IN SPAIN. 


The Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Madrid (Mr. S. 
P. Cockerell) reports that according to the Government returns, 
there were in Spain in 1901 only 861 electric power stations, of 
which 651 were restricted to public lighting and 210 to private 
lighting. Since then the number of power stations for electric 
lighting has increased considerably, and it may be added also that 
the use of electricity in its multiple other applications has also in- 
creased and become more general (transmission and distribution of 
energy, electro-chemical industries, smelting furnaces, &c.), but 
there is still a vast field for further industrial developments, as the 
supply of power which the country affords is far yet from being 
exhausted. Indeed, while some regions of Spain appear to be 
almost over-developed, there are others which are completely 
abandoned. This is due to the fact that Spanish capitalists are 
distrustful as to all new business and therefore very unwilling to 
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invest their capital in such undertakings. Then again they are not 
used to the formation of companies in partnership, which circum- 
stance entails the consequence that large industrial enterprises are 
allowed to pass by. They find generally that it is more convenient 
and less troublesome to invest in Government securities which 
yield a fair interest without more.trouble than cutting their 
“coupons.” Foreign capitalists, however, have discovered that 
electricity could be applied in Spain to great advantage. Belgian, 
German and French financiers have taken this view, and they are 
found to be interested in nearly all the larger electrical concerns 
in Spain, whilst British capital is very scarce for such undertakings. 
Spain is a country whose production is far below its consumption, 
and as cheap motive power can be obtained, numerous industries 
could be established which would prove to be good investments. 


Most Spanish towns of any importance, Mr. Cockerell says, have 
a fair service of public and private electric lighting, but business in 
this direction is not by a long way yet exhausted, as many of the 
existing installations are deficient and could easily be reformed, or 
competition could easily be effected under favourable conditions, 
thanks to the improvements which the construction of electrical 
machinery and material have undergone during late years. And, 
furthermore, there are a considerable number of towns, some of 
them of importance, which are not yet supplied with electric 
lighting. 

Leaving on one side the question of competition, there is, as 
stated above, still much to be done by way of electric lighting for 
smaller towns and villages, and, in Mr. Cockerell’s opinion, an 
investment in such undertakings would yield fair profits without 
going to great expense. There are in Spain in its various provinces 
over 400 towns and villages of over 4,000 inhabitants where there 
are no electric power stations. British capitalists should, says 
Mr. Cockerell, study carefully the advisability of installing electric 
light plants in the larger towns and even in the smaller ones, and 
quick action in the matter would, in his opinion, fully compensate 
such an undertaking. 


As regards the towns and villages which are not yet lit by 
electricity, Mr. Cockerell states that the north-west region of 
Spain (Galicia) is almost devoid of electricity. Galicia is formed 
of the provinces of Corunna, Lugo, Orense and Pontevedra. They 
are very rich in minerals, mineral waters and cattle; the country 
is very fertile, and has the advantage of being near the seaboard, 
with many good ports which have a regular traffic with the 
United Kingdom and South America (Vigo, Villagarcia, Corunna, 
&e.). Yet these natural advantages and resources have been 
ignored up to the present, owing to the absence of railway com- 
munications, which has resulted in the alarming emigration from 
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that region, greatly outnumbering that from any other region of 
Spain. ‘ This,” adds Mr. Cockerell, “is especially regrettable, 
occurring as it does in a region of wealth perhaps second to none 
in the Kingdom, whose inhabitants are notoriously industrious and 
of more solid intelligence than the southern Spaniard. A careful 
investigation into the conditions of the country would reveal many 
promising fields to the advantage of investors and industrials, and 


the country.” 





FOREIGN BANKS IN BULGARIA IN 1906. 
Suggested British Bank and Commercial Show-room. 


‘The British Vice-Consul at Sofia (Mr. G. O’B. Toulmin) 
reports that marked success attended the financial operations of the 
three foreign banks in Bulgaria, which were founded in 1905 
under the auspices of France, Germany and Austria-Hungary. 
Apart from ordinary banking business, these establishments have 
been busily engaged in ascertaining the native requirements and in 
imparting the knowledge acquired to the Chambers of Commerce, 
manufacturers and merchants of their respective countries. They 
have, moreover, displayed great activity in financing syndicates 
for the development of the country’s resources, the exploitation of 
mines and the creation of new industries. The Banque Générale 
de Bulgarie, the most important of these three banks, and an 
offshoot of the well-known Paris bank, the Banque de Paris et des 
Pays Bas, has not only obtained several important public contracts, 
but has also successfully negotiated two municipal loans—one of 
1,400,000/7. with the city of Sofia and the other of 320,000/. with 
the municipality of Varna—and largely as a result of these 
transactions, this bank showed for 1906 a net profit of nearly 17 
per cent. on its paid-up capital of only 80,000/. 

Mr. Toulmin states that in view of the results achieved by these 
banks, after only a year’s business, British capitalists might con- 
sider the desirability of promoting a similar institution, which 
would in a variety of ways contribute towards the development 
of British trade with the Principality. 

The establishment of a British commercial show-room also—on 
the lines of that founded by the Austro-Hungarian Government 
some 16 years ago—might, if properly managed, be the means of 
largely increasing British commerce in the Balkan Peninsula. 
British manufacturers could send samples of their goods to be 
inspected and handled hy the Bulgarian importer or consumer. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


A Customs Memorandum (No. 1442 B), dated 22nd October last, 
has been received laying down special regula- 


poner q tions respecting the drawback of duty allowed 
er Ms . . under item 1017 (schedule B) of the Customs 
oe Tariff, 1907, on lap welded tubing used in 


Casing Wells. casing water, oil and natural gas wells imported 
into Canada. 

These regulations, which require that the importers’ claim for 
drawback shall be made in prescribed form, may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


A further Customs Memorandum (No. 1444 B) of Ist November, 

1907, has been received stating that, in the 

Refund of Duty event of damage to the tyres of a tourist’s auto- 

on : _ ee ; . 

pabemmshiie Denes mobile, necessitating the importation of other 

y tyres to take the machine out of Canada, the 

duty paid on such tyres thus specially imported, and used, may be 

refunded upon the certificate of a Customs officer as to the exporta- 

tion of such tyres, together with the automobile and the original 

tyres therewith brought into Canada, within three months from the 
time of their arrival in the Dominion. 





DOMINION OF CANADA—FRANCE. 


The Franco-Canadian Commercial Convention, which was signed 
" ' at Paris on 19th September last, has just been 
ranco-Canadian i sued Parliamentary Paper. ‘lhe Con- 
Commercial eee a secpenase M e orm 
Sieenitinn vention provides that certain Canadian products, 
specified in Schedule A appended to the Conven- 
tion, and including various food-stufls, bar, sheet, plate, and cast- 
iron and steel, ores, hemp, yarn, paper and cardboard, machinery, 
gloves, boots and shoes, furniture, timber, and wire, shall, on 
importation into France, Algeria, French Possessions, and the 
Indo-China Protectorate, enjoy the benefit of the French Minimum 
Tariff; whilst certain articles of French production, specitied in 
Schedule B, shall, on importation into Canada, be entitled to the 
benefit of the Intermediate Tariff, and those enumerated in 
Schedule C shall be subject to special rates of duty. 

Among the articles of French production accorded Intermediate 
Tariff Rates* are canned meats, dried figs and dates, prunes, nuts, 
fish preserved in oil, confectionery, perfumery, Castile soap, 
chinaware, glass, clocks, railway and tramway locomotives and 
motor cars, electrical apparatus, furniture, cotton and linen 





* For which see the Supplement to the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 7th March last. 
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embroideries and thread, wearing apparel, women’s and children’s 
dress goods, carpeting, plush fabrics, musical instruments, boots 
and shoes, and jewellery. 

The articles in Schedule C accorded special rates of duty (which 
are lower than those imposed under the Intermediate Tariff) are 
certain vegetables and fish, wine, books, medicinal preparations 
(other than dry and not containing alcohol), olive oil, lace and 
nettings, ribbons, silk velvets and other silk manufactures. 

It is further provided that, in order to enjoy the Tariff advantages 
of the Convention, products of France, Algeria, French Possessions, 
or the Indo-China Protectorate, must be conveyed to Canada with- 
out transhipment from a port of those territories or from a port of 
a territory entitled to preferential or Intermediate Tariff treatment, 
while Canadian products must be conveyed without transhipment 
from a Canadian port or a port of a country enjoying the French 
minimum Tariff to a port in France, Algeria, &c. The above pro- 
visions do not exempt the products of either country from any 
surtaxe d’entrepot that is now, or hereafter may be, imposed on 
products imported indirectly. 

The Convention, which repeals the Agreement between france 
and Canada dated 6th February, 1893, is to come into force 
immediately on ratification, and unless terminated by 12 months’ 
notice from one of the contracting parties, is to remain in force for 
ten years. If not terminated on the expiry of this term, it shall 
remain in force for 12 months from the time of its denunciation 
by either party. 

The paper containing the Convention may be obtained directly, 
or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter 
Lane, E.C., price 3d. (official number Cd. 3,823). 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


Information has been received from the Officer-in-Charge of the 
Commonwealth Offices in London, to the effect 
that the Commonwealth Customs Department 
will accept certificates under the seal of a 
British Chamber of Commerce as proof of the 
origin of goods for the purpose of the Australian 
Tariff in connexion with the preferential rates. 


Proof of Origin 
of Goods : Seal of 
British Chambers 

of Commerce 
accepted. 


According to information furnished to the Board of Trade by the 

Tariff Officer-in-Charge of the Commonwealth Offices 

Seiethtieaate in London, the following items in the new 

‘ Customs Tariff, now under consideration by the 

Commonwealth House of Representatives, have been amended so 
as to read as in the annexed table :— 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH -—continued. 


| Teriff om aes 
i | the produce or 
Tariff Articles. General ‘manufacture of 
Item. Tariff. | the United 
Kingdom. 





as 











- —— 


143 | Iron, plate and sheet, viz.— | 
(a) Corrugated galvanised iron | | 
perton| 30s.* | 20s.* 
(b) Galvanised not corrugated, and | | 
corrugated not galvanised per ton 208.* | 10s.* 
147 Mangles, re peep and washing | 
machines... ove ..ad val, 20 %* 
148 Agricultural, horticultural and viticul- 
tural machinery and implements, 
n.€.i., including cane loaders on 
wheels; channel-making’ graders; 
garden and field spraying machines ; 
garden and field rollers; garden hose 
reels; garden syringes; horse road 
rollers and machines; lawn mowel!s, 
sweepers and sprinklers ; road-making 
ploughs ; 10ad scoops and scrapers ; 
scoops ; stump extractors ad val. | 
(“Feed grinders” have _ been | 
deleted, and are to be charged under 
item 164C. | 
155 Agricultural, horticultural, and viticul- 
tural machinery and implements, 
viz.— 
(a) Cream separators ed 
(5) Testers and pasteurizers ; cotton 
gins; fibre scutching machines ; 
hand-worked rakes and ploughs 
combined ; hay tedders; horse 
rakes; lucerne bunchers; maize 
harvesters ; maize binders ; milk- 
ing machines ; mouldboard plates 
in the rough and not cut into 
shape ; potato raisers or diggers ; 
potato sorters; root cutters, 
pulpers and_ graters; straw 
stackers; sub-surface packers ; 
threshing machines; winnower | | 
forks (wood and steel); hand-| 
worked cultivators ...ad val, | 10% | Free 
(‘Sheep shearing machines” have | 
been deleted, and are to be charged | 
under item 164. Combs and | 
cutters for these machines will be | 
admitted free, as “tools of | | 
trade ’’t ] | | 
159 Nails, viz.— | 
(a) Horse-shoe nails.. per cwt. 8s. | Ts. 6d. 
(4) Brads (including moulders’ and | 
glaziers’) ; ; picture nails ; staples, | 
n.e.i.; tacks, n.e.i.; wire and | 
other nails, nei. ... percwt.| 5s. 6d. | 
(c) Raildogs or brobs and spikes | | 
percwt.| 3s8.3d.$ | 3s.$ 
| 








— 
or 
SO 
AN 
—- 


12} ot 


Freef Freet 





5s. 


160 Tanks, — goods, orempty ... Free Free 








Nore. —Items 149, 150 and 151 have been passed unaltered. 
* With effect from 25th November, 1907. 
t With effect from 26th November, 1907. 
§ With effect from 27th November, 1907, 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH -—centinued. 














| ge on goods 
: . General | the produce or 
Articles. ! Tariff mamilieginne ot 
, ; the United 
Kingdom. 


Tariff 
Item. 














161 Weighing machines; weighbridges ; | | 
scales. n.e.i., including chemists’ | | 
counter scales; spring balances and 
steel-yards ; weights, n.e.i. ...ad val. | 20 07 20 % 

(a) Adding and computing ma- 
chines, cash registers, automatic 
weighbridges, and automatic 
weighing machines, except coin- | 
feed automatic weighing machines | 

ad val. 10 96$§ 5 %S 
162 Motive power machinery and appli- 
ances, except electric, viz.— 

(a) Gas producers, flue heat econo- | 
misers, mechanical stokers, steam 
traps, steam turbines, superheaters 
and water purifiers ...ad val. | 5 KS Frees 

(6) Not elsewhere included “a 20%§ | WES 

163 Locomotives, traction and _ portable | 
engines, steam road rollers, including 
scarifier attachments ... .adval.} 25%)! | 20% 
164 (a) Pulley blocks and travelling blocks, | | . 
pneumatic elevators and conveyors, | | 
steam turbo-blowers, telphers, ap- | 
paratus for the liquefaction of gases, | 
patent hoists used for underground | 
mining ... tins se ...ad val, | 5 I] Free | 
(>) Machines and machinery, n.e.i. | 
ad val. 25 %|| 20 22! 
166 Machinery and machines ; and machine 
tools, n.e.i., viz. :— 

(a) Machines, n.e.i., used in the | 
tanning of hides and skins, and 
in the preparation of leather ; | 
automatic can making and closing 
machines; machinery for scour-— 
ing and washing wool ; machinery | 
and parts thereof used in the) 
manufacture and treatment of | 
fibrous materials, and felt and | 
felt hats; machinery for the } 15 °4)) 15 9%|| 
manufacture of paper, and for | 
felting ; soap-cutting machines ; 
artesian boring machines... sant 

(6) Machine tools— | | 
Hat-making—Hydraulic blocking | | 

presss for making straw hats ... | | 
India-rubber working —- Hose ma. | 
chines ; steel stamps: steel tyre | | 

| 

| 

| 








A 











mandrils; spreading; tread 
drums ; washer cutting ad val. | 
; @ 


ly 








§ With effect from 27th November, 1907. ; 
|| With effect from 28th November, 1907. 
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| parift on satin 
TT ws : the produce or 
Variff Articles. General manufacture of 
Item. Tariff. the United 
| Kingdom. 











Metal working—Wire netting ma- | } | 
chines; pneumatic hammers | 
other than hand pneumatic 
hammers ; steam hammers up | 
to and including sizes up to | 
16 in. cylinders; punching 
and shearing machines, com- 
bined or separate, sizes up to | 
$ in.; slotting machines, sizes | 
up to 12 in. stroke; centering | 
machines to center up to 6 in. | 
diameter; bolt screwing and | ' 
nut tapping, combined or, 
separate, sizes above 2 in., and | 
up to 2 in.; bending rolls in| 
sizes to bend up to in. plate... 

Artesian boring too!s, n.e.i. | 

Blowers, n.e.1. ‘ obo | 

Boot-making machine tools, n.€.i, | 

Tyre- benders and shrinkers eee 

Tinsmiths’ tools, being machine, 

ad val. 
' Note.—The asterisk and foot- 
note to items 164 and 166 A | 
and B are deleted with effect | 
that, from November 29th, | . 
1907, no rebate of duty is | 
allowed on * Machinery, Xc., 
used in the manufacture of 
fibrous materials and felt and | + 
felt hats, &c.”’ | 
l. M: :nufactures of metal, n.e.i.— 
(a) Articles made entirely of alu- 
minium for household use ..ad val. | 
(b) n.e.i. wes _ a a 
172 Saws, 0.@.i.... = oa Ra Se ASD 
174 Type, printers (including spaces and | | 
quads), lino. and other slugs, and | 
| quotations sid aon ...ad val, 20 %t 20 %t 
176 Screws— | 

(a) Screws with nuts, engineer set |, 
screws, brake and plough screws; | 

| music stool and table, roofing, and | 
| spiral screws ove ad val.|. 25 2] 

(d) i for wood ... percwt.| 5s. 6d.f 5s.t } 

(c) Screws, n.e.i., including sash | 
screws and attachments ...ad val.| . 5 %t Free; 

177 | Mining engines and machinery, n.e.i.— | 

(a) Earth and rock cutting, dredg- | 
ing and excavating machinery ... | | | 

(>) Ore dressing machinery and | oR oL+ 20 %* 
appliances, n.e.i., and accessories.. |(  “" 7+ = 

(c) Smelting, leaching and metal | 
refining appliances ...ad, val. 








15%, 15 96 





17 





\O SO 
5 —~ 


y 4 


Or Or vt 


tatte+ 








Vote. —Item No. 168 was passed without alteration. 


|| Withieffect from 28th November, 1907. 
t Withreffect from 29th November, 1907. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH —continued. 


Tariff Item. 


180 


18t 


General 


Articles. . 
Tariff, 


Tariff on goods 


the produce or 


imanufacture of 


the United 





mingtem. 





| (d) Rotary and _ percussive rock | 
drills ad. val. | 20 %T 

(¢) Coal cutting machines, side 

plates, and balls for ball mills | 


| ad. val. | 5 Mt 
(7) Rock boring machines, n.e.i. | 
ad. val. | 23 9 tT 


Electrical machines, appliances and 
parts thereof— 

(a) Dynamo electric machines up to 
500 horse-power, including static 
transformers and induct coils for 
all purposes and electric fans 

ad val. 

(aa) Dynamo electric machines 
over the capacity of 500 horse- 
power , ad val. 

(b) Regulating, starting and con- 
trolling apparatus for allelectrical | 

purposes, including distributing | 
boards and switchboards, except | 

telephone switchhkoards_ ...ad val. 20 %t 

(c) Electric apparatus and fittings | 

consisting wholly or partly of | 

metal, n.e.i., including switch | 
fuses and lightning arresters | 


L ww) 
© 
S 
PS 
- 


rs 
L ) 
w= 
SO 
ON 
++ 


| ad val. | 15 %T 
(d) Electric heating and cooking | 

appliances ... ove ---ad val. | 15 %t 
! (ec) Electric fittings not containing | 
metal to be dutiable according to | 
material. | 
| (7) Generators for direct coupling | 

| to steam turbines ... ...ad val. | 5 %t 
| Electrical and gas appliances, viz.— | 
| (a) Electroliers, gasaliers, chande- | 
liers, pendants, benaanee zinc | 

tubing 20 . ..ad val. | 20 %t 

(aa) Gas meters... — « | 5%} 

(b) N.E.L. san o J 15 %f 


| Electrical articles and materials, viz.— 
| Accumulators or storage batteries, 
arc lamps, arc lamp carbons, cable 

and wire (covered), carbon in 
blocks of 12 square inches and 
over, electric vacuum _ tubes, 
measuring and recording instru- 
ments, prepared insulating tape, 

and vapour lamps... ...ad val 5 %T 

tails, fish plates, fish bolts, tie plates 
and rods, switches, points, crossings, 
and intersections for railways and 
tramways oe cee ...ad val, | 15 %G 








15 %t 


Freet 


20 y ot 


10 961 
10 %} 


Freef 


20 %t 


10 %f 


Freet 


0%G 





t With effect from 29th November, 1907. 
€ With effect from 30th November, 1907, 
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| ait on g goods 
Tariff “al General the produce or 
Soom Articles. Tariff, meena of 
| Kingdom. 
| | | 
182 | Iron pipes, cast and wrought, n.c.i. 
| per ton 40s.f 30s. 
183 | Iron and steel tubes or pipes (except 
| riveted or cast) not more than 6 inches 
_ internal diameter, including flexible 
' metal tubes, Galloway and vertical 
parallel boiler tubes, water bore casings, 
| wrought and malleable iron — for | 
| _ pipes ‘ Freef | Freet 
185 | Bolts, nuts, rivets ‘and washers, n. e.i. | 
ad. val. 25 Mt | 20 %t 
186 Barbed wire 25%7 | 15 MT 
190 Plates, except plain tin, ‘and sheets and | 
pipes and tubes of any metal, metal | 
cases, plain and polished or decorated | 
ad. val. b*TtT | WY 
{190(@) | Antimony known as star antimony and | 
antimonial and lead compounds— | 
namely, type metal, linotype metal, | 
antifriction and plastic metals..ad. val. 20 Yt | 15 %t 
200 Droppers, patent steel of all lengths | 
ad. val.; 173 %f | 123 %T 
{210(a) | Rivets, bifurcated Freet | F reet 
{220(a) | Steel, and steel rimmed ‘wheels of over | | 
18 inches diameter in the tread for 
trucks and wagons and all steel parts | | | 
for such wheels ... ad. val. | 5%T | #£zx¥Freet 
221 Tinned plates, plain and tinned sheets | | 
ad. val. 5%T | Freet 
225 This item has been struck out—wire cloth | 
and wire gauze being dutiable under | 
item 171 (manufactures of metal, 
n.€.i.). | | 








_ ———EEE 


Note.—Items 184, 194 and 210 were passed without alteration. 


+ With effect from 30th November, 1907. 
{t These are new items. 





With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 216 of the 
‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 31st October last 


Treatment of respecting the temporary free importation of 


— — magazines into the Australian Commonwealth, 
_— ™ the Board of Trade have now received information 
Magazines. 


that it is not intended that magazines should be 
admitted free for a period of four months from 17th October last, 
but that during that period permission will be given to excise 
locally, under Customs supervision, so much of ‘the advertising 
matter as will reduce it to not more than one-fifth of the printed 
matter contained between the outside covers. 
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The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Order (No. 989), 
dated 17th October, 1907, issued under the 
Commerce Act respecting the marking of 
jewellery imported into the Commonwealth. 

It is stated in the Order that jewellery 
requiring to be marked “‘ rolled gold” or “ gold cased,” &c., as set 
out in the second part of the Commerce Regulation 6(2)(h), is 
marked “ 18 ct. rolled gold,” or the pads, &c. bearing the jewellery 
have this description stamped thereon. 

The Commonwealth Government state that the marking of carat 
value on jewellery such as this is a misdescription, and is not to 
be permitted, and the Collector of Customs will obliterate the 
carat value, in all cases, wherever it appears. 


In a Circular (No. 763) of 2nd October last, which has been 
received from the Commonwealth Government, 
ap it is stated that the following arrangements 
a ni ea have been made for the payment in London of 
matter. duty on advertising matter, in instances where 
the duty on each packet amounts to a small fraction of a penny :— 
‘The consignors will place in one package each series of 
packets for each State, stamp the package with the total 
amount due on the enclosures instead of stamping the en- 
closures themselves, and address the package to the Deputy 
Postmaster-General for the State, who will see that the 
enclosures are distributed to the addresses.” 


NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette” for 29th October last contains a 
Government Notice (No. 623 of 1907), dated 
25th October,:1907, notifying, for general infor- 
mation, that various charges will be levied, and 
conditions enforced, in connexion with the 
examination, passing and treatment of all con- 
signments of plants entering the Colony of Natal, otherwise than 
through the post. 

The Notice may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
, ; information to the effect that the Russian 
Tarif Classi- = Customs Department have recently decided that 
nenegernendinelony canst ‘propeller fans” are properly dutiable on im- 
Mechanical Fans. portation into Russia, under Nc, 167, (1), (a) of 
the Tariff at the ‘‘ conventional” rate of 2 roubles 10 copecks per 


Marking of 
Imperted 
Jewellery. 


Payment of Duty 





Importafion of 
Plants : 
Charges for 
Fumigation, &c. 
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RUSSl]A—continued. 


poud (13s. 94d. per cwt.). Centrifugal fans, on the other hand, 
are to pay duty as air-pumps, under No, 167, (1), (b) of the Tariff, 
at the “‘ conventional” rate of 3 roubles 20 copecks per poud 
(il. 1s. 1d. per cwt.) 


| NoTE.—Sub-division 1 of Tariff No. 167 provides for machines of cast-iron, 
wrought-iron or steel, even in combination with copper to an extent not ex- 
ceeding 25 per cent. of the total weight of the machine. | 


With reference to the notices which appeared in the “ Board of 
Tariff Classifica. Trade Journal ” for the 16th May and 20th June 
‘on of G last on the subject of the tariff classification in 
wen - a" Russia of portable engines, the Board of Trade 
meee, O8-, are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
mugen eeenas ted Of information to the effect that the Russian 
a onl Customs Department have recently decided that 
puaseees admission under No. 167 (5) of the Customs 
Tariff at the rate of 75 copecks per poud can only be accorded in 
the case of steam portable engines connected with complex thresh- 
ing machines or with steam ploughs. Gas, petrol, benzine, and 
other engines imported with threshing machines are, consequently, 
to pay duty under No. 167 (1) of the Tariff at the rate of 3 roubles 


20 copecks per poud. 





FRANCE—-NEW CALEDONIA. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 22nd November contains a 
a cn Presidential Decree, dated 16th November, 
' providing for the removal of live animals from 
Live Animals. the schedule of special Customs duties (excep- 
tions to the continental French Tariff) leviable on foreign products 
on importation into New Caledonia. ‘The duties hitherto leviable 
on live animals imported into the Colony are, therefore, now 
superseded by the duties fixed by the T'ariff of continental France. 





TURKEY: 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 412 of last 
—_— week’s “ Board of Trade Journal” reporting 
aftkcting the the' prohibition of the exportation of barley 
eindaiiedin wand from Turkey, the Board of Trade are now in 
ra tation of °C» through the Foreign Office, of tele- 
xportation of graphic information from H.M. Minister at 
ome. Constantinople, to the effect that the prohibition 
does not extend to special contracts already made. Such contracts 
will, however, be subject to enquiry. 
The exemption of foreign corn from duty has been extended to 
corn imported into the Vilayets of Trebizond and Adrianople up to 
the end of January next (old style). 
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TRIPOLI. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 


aie information from H.M. Consul at Benghazi to 

Rasa oe -- atel the effect that by Imperial Iradé, dated 4th 

xp ‘ November, the export of cereals from the 

Benghazi district is prohibited pending further notice, with the 

exception, for the period of a fortnight, of such grain as may be 
already lying in store awaiting shipment. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The United States Treasury Department have recently issued a 
Circular laying down certain regulations under 
Free Entry of = hich the following articles may be re-imported 





Domestic _into the United States of America, free of duty -— 
Exported and Articles the growth, produce, and manufac- 
Deterned, ture of the United States, when returned after 
having been exported without being advanced 


in value or improved in condition by any process of manufacture 
or other means ; casks, barrels, carboys, bags, and other vessels of 
American manufacture exported filled with American products, or 
exported empty and returned filled with foreign products, includ- 
ing shooks and staves when returned as barrels or boxes ; also 
quicksilver flasks or bottles, of either domestic or foreign manu- 
facture, which shall have been actually exported from the United 
States. 

A copy of this Circular may be seen by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 


hall Street, E.C. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs Tariff, 

















ae which have recently been issued by the Treasury 
; Department at Washington :— 
Paragraph 
, of the Tariff 
Articles. under which Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
Edgings.—(1) Narrow woven fabrics with inter- 
woven patterne or effects along the edge thereof 
(edgings), anc (2) narrow woven fabrics 
coloured and ornamented with raised effects, 
are dutiable as trimmings : | 
If of cotton ... eee ove vee ove 339 | ° ke 
I  icedd — sinems? cae, dialed 4 Xan 390 60 % ad val. 
Picot or loop thread.—So-called “ picet”’ or loop 





thread, consisting of several cotton threads 
tightly twisted or woven with small loops in it 
at intervals of about one-eighth of an inch, not 
dutiable as a cotton braid nor as a thread, but 
as a manufacture of cotton pee eee see 322 
Vanadium ore classified as a crude mineral sub- 
stance in which metals are not present in 
metallic form 200 ace 200 ove eee 614 





45 % ad val, 


Free, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-— continued. 


Silk Wearing Apparel containing Rubber—Elastic Belts with 
Metal Ornamentation.—Paragraph 390 of the Tariff prescribes a 
duty of 60 per cent. ad valorem for wearing apparel of silk or in 
chief value of silk, and conta:ns a proviso requiring that the 
“articles provided for in this paragraph . . . when composed 
in part of india rubber” shall be subject to the same duty. It is 
now decided (1) that by virtue of this proviso the paragraph is not 
limited to wearing apparel in chief value of silk, but, where india 
rubber is an ingredient, includes all wearing apparel of which the 
textile fabric therein is composed wholly or in chief value of silk, 
and (2) that belts made from webbing of silk and india rubber 
and having metal buckles and steel point ornamentation, silk 
being the chief component in the webbing but metal the chief 
component in the completed goods, are dutiable under this proviso 
rather than under paragraph 193 as articles in part of metal. In 
determining the classification of articles under paragraph 390 of 
the Tariff, relating to wearing apparel of silk and india rubber, it 
is held that only the composition of the textile fabric, which 
determines the character of the articles as wearing apparel, should 
be considered, and that metal portions, such as fancy buckles and 
steel-point ornamentation, may, even though they constitute the 
element of chief value, be disregarded as being merely incidental 
or auxiliary parts which should not be allowed to control the 
classification of the goods. 





A Decision recently issued by the United States Department of 
Certificati q Agriculture (Food Inspection Decision 77) deals 
erumeation ane with the certification and control of the coal tar 
a dyes permissible for use in colouring foods and 
er - < foodstuffs, a list of which was given in Decision 
vee. No. 76 (see “ Journal” for 5th September, p. 
467). A copy of the Decision may be seen by persons interested 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, H.C. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Free Zones at COPY and translation of an Argentine Law, 
Sin Mahe ae a a dated 9th October, authorising the Executive 
Port in Santa Fe '° establish a free zone in the port of La Plata. 
wher» Toast This measure was submitted to the Argentine 
Congress towards the end of last year, and its 
chief provisions will be found noted at pp. 188-9 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 24th January last. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—conrtinued. 


The present Law also authorises the establishment, at such time 
as the Executive shall deem fit, of a similar zone at a port in the 
Province of Santa Fe. H.M. Minister at Buenos Ayres, in for- 
warding a copy of the Law, states that it is generally thought that 
Rosario will be the port chosen for the establishment of this second 
free zone. 





With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 257 of the ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 7th November 
Duty-free Importa- on the subject of the new Argentine Law 
tion of Materials for lative to railway concessions, it should be 
theConstructionand ot. that: by Article VIII. of this Law the 
Working of materials and articles imported into the 
Railways. Republic, to be used in the construction and 
working of railways for which concessions are hereafter granted, 
are to be free of all customs duties, this exemption remaining in 
force until lst January, 1947. 





NICARAGUA, 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 9th May last reporting, on 
the authority of a statement by the United 
States Consul at Bluefields, the increase of the 
Nicaraguan import duties on butter, pork 
shoulders, salt meat and laundry soap, and also 
to the notice in the following issue of the “ Journal” announcing 
the receipt of a telegram from H.M. Minister at Guatemala 
(Mr. Carden) denying the reported increase of duties, the Board 
of Trade are now informed by the Foreign Office that, owing to 
an unfortunate error in the transmission of the enquiry with 
regard to these duties which was addressed to Mr. Carden, he was 
misled into supposing that the report related to Guatemalan (and 
not Nicaraguan) duties; and it was to the Guatemalan duties, 
therefore, that his denial had reference. In these circumstances, 
the notice on the subject in the “Journal” for the 16th May 
should be regarded as withdrawn. 


Duties on Butter, 
Pork Shoulders, 
&c.—-A 
Correction. 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The Registrar of Imports and Exports at Singapore (Mr. A. Stuart) 
Reduction of calls attention to the notice in the “ Straits 
Light Dues Settlements Government Gazette” of Ist 

‘ November announcing the reduction by prac- 
tically one-half of the tolls payable by vessels for the use of 

Straits Lights, to take effect from lst January, 1908. A vessel 

passing all the lights will now be charged 124 cents (33d.) for 

every 7 tons if paid in the Colony, and 4 anna ($d.) per 
ton if paid at an Indian port, and if one or more but not 
all the lights are passed the charges will be one-half the above. 

No vessel shall be called on to pay, in any one month, more than 

374 cents (103d.) for every 7 tons if paid in the Colony, and 14 

annas (14d.) per ton if paid at an Indian port: sailing vessels 

under 200 tons plying within certain local limits are exempted 
from the payment of dues. 





RUSSIA. 


H.M. Minister at St. Petersburg reports, on the authority of the 

“ Official Messenger,” that the Ministry of 
Siberian Railway. Ways of Communication has placed 9,000,000 

roubles (947,368/.) as extraordinary expendi- 
ture on the estimates for work in connexion with the laying of a 
second line on the Siberian Railway, and has also placed 
12,000,000 roubles (1,263,158/.), on the estimates for the re-con- 
struction of that part of the line which passes through mountainous 
districts. 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul! at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay) reports 
that the Nordenfjeldske Dampskibsselskab 
; intend starting a new line of steamers from 
from Trondhjem Trondhjem to Baltic ports, calling at ports in 
to Baltic Ports. the Romsdal district, and at Bergen, Hange- 
sund, Stavanger, and Christiansand. This line will run fortnightly 
boats to Dantzig, Kinigsberg, Riga, and St. Petersburg. 


New Ss. Line 





GERMANY—-RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 472 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Throuch Good Journal” for 6th December, 1906, and previous 

oo ffi 000s notices, respecting the opening of through com- 
anes munication between Russian and German rail- 
way systems, H.M. Councillor of Embassy at Darmstadt reports, 
on the authority of a local journal, that in virtue of an agreement 
arrived at between the Russian and Ilrussian-Hessian Railway 
Administrations the transport of goods, without unloading, 
between Germany and Russia and wice versé began on the Ist 
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November. This was hitherto impossible owing to the difference 
in the gauge in the two Empires. This traffic is effected over the 
frontier stations of Grajeivo, Mlawa, and Sosnaace by the use of 
railway wagons constructed on the Brindsprecher system, which 
differ from other railway wagons in that the axles and wheels are 
removed at the frontier and replaced by others which fit the gauge. 
It is thus possible, adds H.M. Councillor, to send goods between 
Germany and Russia and vice versdé without breaking bulk. 





GERMANY—SWEDEN. 


teferring to the notice on p. 158 of the “ Board of ‘Trade Journal” 
of 25th April tast respecting proposed steam 


Ferry Connexion fies between Germany and Sweden, H.M. 


Mi mewned a Embassy at Berlin reports that an Agreement 
pened . was signed at Berlin on the 15th November by 


the Prussian Authorities and a special deputa- 
tion from Sweden for the establishment of a ferry connexion. 
The ferry is to run between Sassnitz and Trelleborg, and it is 
hoped that it may be open to traffic by the summer of 1909. 
There will be two Prussian and two Swedish ferry boats, all 
constructed on the same plan so as to convey railway carriages 
and sleeping cars: they are to have a speed of 16 knots an hour. It 
is also proposed to entrust the postal service to these steam ferries. 
A further understanding, adds H.M. Embassy, may be arrived at 
with regard to improvements in time tables and to increased 
facilities for Customs clearance. 





NETHERLANDS. 


With reference to the notice on p. 276 of the “‘ Board of Trade 

Journal” for 8th August respecting projected 
North Sea Canal. improvements to the North Sea Ship Canal, 

H.M. Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. W. A. 
Churchill) has now forwarded a report on the Canal, which may 
be examined by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. All the 
improvements connected with the navigation of the canal are, says 
Mr. Churchill, now ready. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Lyons (Mr. E. R. E. Vicars) has forwarded an 
extract from “ Le Salut Public ” (Lyons) on the 
subject of the efforts made by the Paris-Lyon et 
Mediterranée Railway Company towards the 
development of the trade in fruit and other 
agricultural produce, both in France and in other countries. The 
company have specially directed their attention towards the 
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packing of such produce and have held competitions at various 
times in order to encourage the invention of improved methods. 

The extract from “ Le Salut Public,” with a translation, may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


TURKEY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
lesitenen teat copy of a despatch from the Acting British 

” (ine ervice = Consul-General at Bagdad (Major J. Ramsay, 

etween CT 8 i. vemostine the wiede tending hélhe 
.1.14.), reporting that a carriage service between 
Bagdad and = Bagdad and Aleppo was started on the Ist 
Aleppo. -. ad § . ‘pp Was Starved on e€é is 
September. ‘The carriage that left Aleppo on 
that day completed the journey in about eight and a-half days, 
while the carriage in the opposite direction took one day longer. 
At present the company are able to run only two carriages each 
way every other day; they hope to run three every other day before 
long. On each day there is one first-class carriage and one second- 
class. ‘The price of a seat in the former is £1 4 and in the latter 
£T 24. The first-class carriage is provided with springs and a 
hood and is of the flat-bottomed type common in Syria; the second- 
class carriage has 1 hood but is less well provided with springs. In 
addition to these the company have four landaus ; for the use of 
these a charge of £1 20 is made for the journey. 

The road is worst between Hit and Ana, but a French engineer 
has for some time been employed on improving it. Ordinarily the 
Kuphrates is crossed by the bridge of boats at Falluja, but when 
the river is in flood the bridge is withdrawn, and the carriage then 
has to be taken across in a boat. 

At present the carriages run only during the day time. At the 
halting places there are the usual khans, for the use of which no 
charge is made; but the company hope to improve the accommoda- 
tion, and to make arrangements for the supply of cooked food. 

The Company hope to obtain the mail contract after next spring. 








JAPAN. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
L; list of the treaty ports, ports of call, and places 
ists of Treaty wir # 7 me. to. See 

open to foreign trade in Japan. This list, which 

Ports, ete. has been prepared under the direction of H.M. 
Ambassador at Tokio, may be seen by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch otf the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, .C. 

H.M. Ambassador, in forwarding this list, states that Nagoya, 
in the Province of Owari, was declared an open port on the 
10th November (as noted in the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 
28th November, p. 415) under the same conditions as the ports 
declared open to foreign trade by Imperial Ordinance No. 342 of 
1899. 








THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Dec. 5, 1907, 











MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


TASMANIA. 
Mr. E. A. Nowell, Clerk of the Executive and Legislative Council 
of Tasmania, has forwarded the following parti- 
culars concerning mineral deposits in the Barn 
Bluff district of Tasmania, which have been 
supplied to the ‘‘ Mercury ” (Hobart) by one of the pioneers of the 
Zeehan Farrell and Barn Bluff districts :— 

It appears that there are in the neighbourhood of Barn Bluff 
three immense ore bodies from 200 to 600 feet wide. In one a 
low estimate gave 3,700,000 tons of highly payable ore containing 
copper, gold, and silver. In another, the ore assayed up to 20 per 
cent. copper, 17 oz. silver, and 4 dwt. gold. Another body, assaying 
copper 11-13 per cent. and silver 114 0z., is over 400 feet wide, and is 
described as an immense actinolite body. There is stated to be 
abundance of water-power with a fall of 120 feet, and timber of 
the best quality. 


Mineral Deposits. 





JAPAN. 
The following statistics relating to the mineral production of 
Mi iP Japan in 1906 have been taken from the 
a _— cane “Japan Financial and Economic Monthly.” 
wotion in ' For purposes of comparison the corresponding 
figures for 1905, so far as available, have been added :— 





1905. 


; 





ene } 























Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 
pet PRN D SOS SE EL Le eT iti me. Warr ~~ 
| 
Yen. | Yen. 
Gold ... Momme 812,764 | 4,063,820 766,185 | 3,722,127 
NN Es i! Sie Coty oad 22,103,408 | 3,293,408 | 20,332,664 | 3,151,563 
Copper... kin 59,158.327 | 23,663,331 | 61,606,557 | 25,751,541 
Lead 3,787,006 321,896 | 5,842,356 467,388 
Tin * * | 12,810 | 12,562 
Antimony 476,664 91,784 | 1,045,044 493,677 
(Quicksilver a * * 560 750 
Tron kwan = 14,189,913 2,639,117 | 15,299,767 2,810,320 
Iron pyrites " 6,818,432 75,003 | 8,384,108 92,225 
| Kwan 

Manganese kin 23,361,637 81,766 | 14,490,606 72,453 
Arsenic “ | ( | 8,750 639 
Phosphor kwan ° < * | $10,000 13,770 
Graphite kin 295,462 29,546 
Coal tons 11,593,292 | 40,276,804 | 13,255,972 | 55,409,963 
Peat 9 | . * 72,820 129,230 
Petroleum koku | 1,187,136 | 2,942,910 | 1,510,950 | 4,738,355 
Asphalt kin | ° * 453,000 | 4,983 
Sulphur a | 41,087,568 575,226 | 45,981,833 | 666,737 
Zinc ore oce cee - | * ° 14.677 | 293,540 

Total value — | 78,109,797 — | 97,861,368 





* Not available. 


N OTE.—Momme = 2°41 dwts. ; Kin=-1°32 lbs. (av.): Kwan = 8°26 lbs. (av.) ; 
Koku =39°70 galls, ; Yen = 2s. 03d. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the annuai report of the Geological Survey, the 

Sneak Oe production of iron ores in the United States in 

tities 1906 amounted to 47,749,725 tons (of 2,240 lb. ) 

valued at 100,597,106 dols. As compared with 

1905, the most productive previous year, this was an increase of 
12-28 per cent. in quantity, and of 33°83 per cent. in value. 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 30th November, 1907, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat wie vee _ oo. 348, 7d. 
Barley owe ees oes .. 278 od, 
Oats — a -~ ———' a ' 
For further particulars see p. 482. 


A statement is published on p. 485, showing the quantities of 
“re the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Amaports of Agri- imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 40: ended the 30th November, 1907, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1906. 





CANADA, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of a memorandum by the Provincial 
Department of Agriculture of Saskatchewan, 
on the grain crop of that province for 1907, 
which gives the following estimate of the season’s crop :-- 


Grain Crops of 
Saskatchewan. 








Area. Total yield. Yield per acre. 
| Acres. Bushels. Bushels. 
Wheat i ace oo] 1,847,708 28,042,106 15°17 
Oats ... _ ese eos] 772,770 29,167,964 37°74 
Barley a own _ 60,261 1,903,072 30°08 
Flax ... nes pes vee] 85,209 921,043 10°81 





-_—- — SS 


The estimated grading of the wheat crop is as follows :—Nos. I, 
2 and 3 Northern, 10,392,657 bushels; Nos. 4 and 5, 7,941,594 
bushels; No. 6 and feed, 9,707,808. 
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Agriculture. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade correspondent at Adelaide (Mr. J. Cresswell) 
reports, under date of 3lst October, that the 
— my ay wheat harvest is now estimated to return 
' 15,000,000 bushels against 21,000,000 bushels 
last year. It is anticipated that the whole of the surplus supplies 
will be absorbed in Australia. ‘The hay crop will be light and 
prices will run high. Chaff, which at the time of writing stood at 
41. per ton, is expected to reach 5l. or 6/. per ton, unless rain 
falls in Victoria and New South Wales. Wool is fetching good 
prices, and sheep-farming generally is in a prosperous condition. 
The fruit crop is expected to be a good one. 





FIJI. 


The report for 1906 on Fiji, recently issued by the Colonial Office, 
sided states that there is undoubtedly a good opening 
Cultivation of . mae ag : :; 
for the cultivation in that Colony of such minor 
Rubber and Minor | ager : fant . 
enteeahe products as sisal hemp, ginger, limes, spices, 
tobacco, &e. The cultivation of rubber has 
hitherto hardly been attempted; successful efforts are, however, 
being made on at least two plantations to introduce this product. 
The growth of the existing trees shows that conditions are 
favourable to both the Para and Ceara species. Large areas of 
land suitable for rubber cultivation can be obtained at reasonable 
rates. (Colonial Reports—Annual, 548.) 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


A telegram has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Buenos Ayres reporting that the 
Crop Prospects. recent alarmist telegrams concerning damage to 
Argentine crops by locusts are unjustifiable. 
The wheat and linseed crops are quite safe, and they are estimated 
to be the heaviest on record, the harvesting having already 
commenced in the Northern States districts. It 1s too soon, says 
H.M. Minister, to give an authoritative opinion about the maize 
crop, which is always more exposed to damage, but experienced 
growers are confident of their ability to cope with the locusts, 
which have appeared considerably later than usual this year. 
Owing to recent rains the crop is at present most promising. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 28th November, 1907, 

Cotton Statistics. was 109,770 (including 155 bales British West 

African) and the number imported during the 

forty-eight weeks ended the 28th November was 4,150,442 

(including 5,961 bales British West Indian and 10,485 bales 

British West African). As regards exports, the figures are, for 

the week ended the 28th November, 9,674 bales, and for the 
forty-eight weeks, 457,037 bales. 
For further details see p. 482. 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Legation at Christiania reports that the Bill amending the 
Do? Norwegian Law regarding the utilisation of 
Legislation Ceihas. 062 elem 281 of the “ Board of Trade 
ie te watercourses (see p. 281 of the “ Board of Trade 
rene Journal” for 8th August) has received the 
Utilisation of = Royal Sanction. H.M. Legation has also for- 
Watercourses. oyal oanction. VL. LueO2a 10n _ alSO Or 
warded a copy of a Royal Resolution dated 12th 
September, 1907, amplifying the above-mentioned Act, and decree- 
ing that a Royal concession is not required for works by which the 
water power available for industrial purposes is not increased by 
more than three thousand horse-power in consequence of these 
works. 
H.M. Legation also reports that, at a Council of State held on the 
Sa Ath November, it was decided that all questions 
Aaquiatven . regarding the acquisition by foreigners of real 
Beul Property by property in Norway (see “ Board of Trade 
Foreigners. Journal ” of 27th June last, p. 624, and previous 
notices) shall in future be dealt with in the Department for 
Commerce instead of in the Department for Justice. Applications 
for permission to purchase forests shall, however, come before the 
Department for Agriculture, and those concerning waterfalls before 
the Department for Public Works. 
H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond Hay) reports 
, that during last year the total number of 
Commercial commercial travellers’ licences issued at 
; Travellers Christiania was 961, as compared with 893 
Licences in 1906. ¢,. 1905, 321 licences issued at other towns 
in Norway were presented to the Christiania police for visa as 
against 318in 1905. Out of the 961 licences issued at Christiania, 
503 were granted to German subjects, 158 to Danish, 95 to British, 
58 to French, 48 to Austrian, and 53 to Swedish. Of the 321 taken 
out in other Norwegian towns, 157 were issued to German, 70 to 
Danish, 33 to British, 24 to Swedish, and 11 to French commercial 
travellers. During 1905 the number of licences granted to British 
subjects amounted to 75, and 36 were presented for visa. 
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Miscellaneous. 





NORWA Y—continued. 
The British Vice-Consul at Bergen (Mr. E. F. Gray) has forwarded 
Sale of a cutting from the “Bergens Aftenblad” an- 
nouncing the passing of the following Resolution 

Hermetically = py the Bergen Board of Health respecting th 
Preserved Goods >¥ the Bergen Board of Health respecting the 
sale in that town of hermetically preserved 
goods :— 

“From the lst January next year all hermetically closed goods 
offered for sale in Bergen shall bear the firm mark or registered 
merchandise mark of the factory where they were made. From 
the same date it is forbidden in Bergen to sell inferior quality 
(‘udsorterede’) boxes of hermetically preserved goods unless they 
bear a mark issued from the factory and approved by the Board of 
Health [Bergen] and attached to the box, and also bear the mark 
of the factory and the month of manufacture in clear characters.” 


in Bergen. 





FRANCE: 
H.M. Embassy at Paris has forwarded the following memorandum 
on the importation of frozen salmon into 
France :— 

“The French Law of the 3lst May, 1865, 
prohibits the importation of fish into France during the close 
season. On the 12th July, 1880, a circular was issued tolerating 
the importation of frozen fish during the close season under certain 
conditions, viz.: when accompanied by certificates of origin and 
sealed. 

“This tolerance having given rise to abuse, such as the sending 
of French fish to Holland and Germany to be re-imported as fish 
of foreign origin, the Minister of Agriculture issued a Circular on 
the 18th October last cancelling the tolerance accorded in 1880, 
and reverting to the strict application of the law of 1865. This 
new order, however, has given rise to so many complaints that it 
has been finally decided to admit the fish on the terms of the 
circular of 1880, and instructions have been given in that sense. 
It is understood, however, that at the end of the present close 
season, the question will be re-opened in order that this tolerance 
may be continued without giving rise to abuse.” 


Importation of 
Frozen Salmon. 





SPAIN. 

The October Bulletin of the French Chamber of Commerce at 
Barcelona states that the ‘Unién Resinera 
Espanola” has produced, during the year 1906, 
3,982 tons of essence of turpentine, and 14,601 
tons of colophany. These figures show an 
increase of 946 tons of turpentine and 2,445 tons of colophany 
over the preceding year. Most of the colophany was exported to 
the United Kingdom. 


Turpentine and 
Colophany 
Production. 
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Miscellaneous. 
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TURKEY. 


Adverting to the extract, noted on pp. 382-3 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 23rd May last, from the annual 


Commerci ) : . 
ercial report of H.M. Consul at Constantinople (Foreign 
Travellers Office A | Q wines & 776 : 7} ; h it — 
Samples. , Annual Series, v,//0), In Which if 1s 


stated that commercial travellers’ samples taken 
into Turkey will be considered as goods in transit, and that the 
duty (eleven per cent. ad valorem) paid on them will be returned 
if they are re-exported within six months, it should be noted that 
only ten per cent. will be refunded in these circumstances, the 
remaining one per cent. being retained as transit duty. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 575 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 19th September last, and 
previous notices, relating to commercial and 
financial conditions in San Francisco, the Board 
of 'T'rade have now received a further communi- 
cation from a trustworthy source, reporting that as regards 
the tightness of money the situation remains unchanged. 
Owing to the difficulty of financing new undertakings, both the 
Southern Pacific and Santa Fé Railroad Companies have given 
orders to retrench, and much construction work has been stopped. 
Only the most important improvements will be carried out at 
present, and hundreds of men employed by those companies at 
different railway works have been discharged. 


Financial Outlook 
in 
San Francisco. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


H.M. Consul at Rosario (Mr. H. M. Mallet) has forwarded a 
specimen of the quebracho hard wood blocks 


—— which, after some years trial, have been 
a ‘i found to provide an excellent paving for the 
ock. streets of that town. The quebracho tree 


from which the blocks are obtained grows in large quantities 
in the Santa Fé chaco, and in some of the interior provinces. 
Several companies have been formed, and considerable capital 
invested in machinery for cutting and preparing the wood. 
According to a pamphlet issued by the Rosario Municipality 
relating to a contract for street paving, the cost of laying the 
pavement is 5°40 dollars (9s. 5d.) per lineal metre for street curbing, 
and 12°25 dollars (1/. 1s. 5.) per square metre for complete paving. 

The blocks may be inspected by British firms at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C, 
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Miscellaneous. 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 30th October notifies that a contract has 
been entered into between El Ministerio de 
Fomento and Messrs. Fernando Solis Camara 
and Ricardo Anteaga, conceding rights to the 
latter for the exploitation of the guayule rubber plant* in the 
unoccupied Government lands in the States of Zacatecas and 
Durango. The contract covers a period of ten years from the date 
of its publication in the “ Diario.” On the expiration of the 
contract the lands will revert to the Government. 


Guayule Rubber 
Exploitation. 





ECUADOR. 


H.M. Consul at Quito (Mr. L. Séderstrém) has forwarded a copy 
Colonisation of and translation of a contract made between the 
“El Oriente.” Government of Keuador and the firm of 
O. Alexander & Company of Guayaquil for 
colonising the eastern part of Ecuador, known as “ El Oriente.” 
The Consul believes that a representative of the Company was, at 
the time of writing (8th October), in Europe with the object of 
disposing of the concession to some foreign capitalists. Under 
present circumstances, the Consul remarks, all schemes of bringing 
emigrants to Ecuador are liable to failure, as on the eastern side of 
the Republic there are no roads, properly speaking; in the rainy 
season the rivers rise very high and the tracks are rendered almost 
impassable ; besides this, the question of the boundary between 
Ecuador and Peru remains unsettled. 

By the sixth clause of the contract, the Company are bound to 
construct a permanent railway, with the corresponding bridges and 
causeways, from the inhabited centre chosen by agreement between 
the Government engineers and those of the Company, up to the 
limit of the lands ceded to the latter. ‘The Company are further 
obliged to establish telegraph lines along the whole of the railway. 


H.M. Consul adds that previous to the foregoing contract for 
immigration and the colonisation of ‘* Kl Oriente,” the two follow- 
ing contracts had already been made :— 

1. With Baron Baudouin van Dedem, for the construction of a 
railway from the Pacific coast in the province of Esmeraldas, to the 
capital, to pass through the towns of Ibana and Otavalo (see 
“Board of Trade Journal” of the 9th May, 1907, p. 257). This 
contract was ratified by the National Assembly on 5th February, 
1907, and authorised by the Executive on 14th February, 1907. 

2. With Daniel Conde de Chamacé, for the construction of a 
railway from the town of Ambato to “ Kl Oriente” to the navig- 


* Notices regarding the guayule rubber industry in Mexico appeared in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” of 28th March last and in previous issues. 
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Miscellaneous. 








able tributaries of the Maranon or the Amazon. It is hardly 
probable, says H.M. Consul, that this contract will ever be ratified. 


H.M. Consul also refers to another contract—between the 
Government of Ecuador and Mr. Abelardo Moncayo A.—on the 
same lines as that with Messrs. Alexander & Company, which, he 
says, seems to stand a good chance of becoming effective. 





CHINA. 


The Acting Commissioner of Customs at Wuchow (Mr. S. M. 
Russell) states in his annual report that ‘‘ Moxa,” 


of a from 2 soft woolly mass prepared from the young 
Wuch leaves of the Artemisia Chinensis, appeared for 
— the first time in the export returns of that port 


in the year 1904, the quantity exported being 12 piculs, valued at 
2,100 Hk. taels. In 1906 the export increased to 280 piculs, 
valued at 49,000 Hk. taels. Its cultivation has only recently been 
introduced at Tengyiin and Siinchow. It is much prized by the 
Chinese for its medicinal qualities and is used externally in the 
cure of colds and fever. As it is practically a new industry in 
these districts and a new export through the Native Customs, it 
will be interesting, says Mr. Russell, to watch its future develop- 


ment. 


The Acting Commissioner of Customs at Santuao (Mr. F. W. Carey), 
in his report for 1906, states that the export of 
See Gil Frases oil ela that port is increasing. This oil, 
Santuao. which is expressed from the seeds of the tea 
plant by a very crude process, is said to be excellent as a lubricant 
for all kinds of machinery. Its price locally is from 10 dols. to 
12 dols. a picul. The quantity of the oil exported in 1906 was 
7,009 piculs, against 6,385 piculs in the preceding year. 


Picul = 133} 1b. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES: 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 48 Weeks 
ended 28th November, 1907 :-— 





| 
| | 48 Weeks 


























| 
| 
| Week ended | Phase || Week ended phn o 
a | 28th Nov., | . = || 28th Nov., | oo : 
| 1907 | 28th Nov., |) 1907 28th Nov., 
| . oh TR A ' 1907, 
PS ee | 
| IMPORTS. j Exports, 
| ( Bales.) | (Bales. ) 
No. | No. } No. | No. 
American ... cee ove! 87,757 | 8,128,122 | 6,633 | 284,852 
Brazilian 1... wee. owe 573 | «192,929 | 100 | 18,226 
East Indian... 0 «ees 174 200,159 | 202 | 77,438 
Egyptian ... .. | 20,593 | 481688 | 2,400 | 114,294 
Miscellaneous ose seal *673 | {147,544 339 | 12,227 
Total... sn sso] 109,770 | 4,150,442 | 9,674 | 457,037 
* Including 153 bales British West African. 
» 10,485 ,, * + »» 5,961 bales British West Irdian. 





EE — 


Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers cf 
Excise in the week ended 30th November, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price, 








Wheat. Barley, | Oats. 








| s @. | «a s. d, 
Week ended 30th November, 1907 ... wi oe 2 | ; 18 7 


LS) 
=~) 
~t 





Corresponding week in— | | 
1900 ... bee ove eee oo} 26 10 | 25 II 


ina | 17 4 
ae Ss eee aS 
i. on vas oe ae (een 2 ae a ee 


an «= «= «- ww —|—/ OO SiR 8s 8 

1904 ... ove ove eee _ ..| 3O 4 | 24 6 16 2 

1905 ... oe ove ese ce | 28 8 | 24 6 17 11 

1906 ... ove eee _ eee | 26 1 | 24 1 | lj 2 

| | 

* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 

purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 

other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 

officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 

or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 

pounds for everv bushel of wheet, fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
aud thirty-nine [Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 30th November, 1907, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 





TI. gine 

















Week ended | Correspond- 
—_— 30th Nov., | ing Week in 
1907, | 1906. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves we”: wal Se 4 4,929 11,054 
Sheep and lambs - aa a seal . | 1,516 | 3.470 
Swine... eve ove ose wie eee - — — 
Horses... we om ial wl inal “- 144 | 193 
Fresh Meat :— | 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) Cwts, 90,894 | 85,074 
as ee se 
or ’ yw | yf LV 
Salted or preserved meat :— 7 
Bacon ... ue oe one Cwts 85,905 | 85,954 
cae, ial) a ae . 2,100 | 3,289 
my shin Bead 01" ad rn oe oo 
or eee eee ’ ’ 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... ‘aa ai > 14,048 8.515 
9 9 salted . | ” 1.254 ' 
, preserved otherwise than by “salting - J,948 5,975 
(including tinned and canned) | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | 
Butter seh} ea est |  Cwts 58,462 | 61,116 
— een _ ae _— ote - ; aa | bry I 
reese... ne le 2,002 | 374 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums eal “ — | —_ 
“ee ape st... sth “ 19 | 71 
», condensed i “an - 18,454 | 15,274 
»» preserved, other kinds .. | 1 459 
Eggs de oe. haa Grt. Hundr 418,451 | 367,336 
Poultry Value £ yn | 10,223 
Game ose ” O,9co | 2,347 
Rabbits, dead (fresh andfrozen) _... Cwts aetaae | aan 
Lard eco eee ” oe ri | 8, ¢ 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... - Cwts 1,033,100 | 1,615,800 
Wheat meal and flour ; ~ 282,500 | 226,400 
a ee a 919,700 | 447,800 
Oats oe ee i ~ 214,600 | 100,000 
— ae _ ie a ie po | rae 
eans ° eee ” 454 4% 
Maize or Indian corn .. mn 1,051,200 | 1,096,100 
Fruit, raw :— | 
Apples 7 Cwts 169,989 | 160,280 
Apricots and peaches . coe - 242 } oo 
Bananas ... Bunches. | 112,347 140,583 
Cherries ... eee Cwts — ae 
Currants ... - — ~—_ 
Gooseberries . — —_ 
Graves . 17,069 5,934 
Lemons ‘io | 10,952 | 17,848 
Oranges ... ae _ im 259,572 | 168,101 
Pears... ee ons ~ | 6,035 5,070 
Plums 59 _— 
Strawberries z | —_ | _ 
Unenumerated ... ss 2,352 | 852 
Hay ... 2 Tong | 1,991 | 2,371 
Straw - 1,281 | 1,216 
Moss Litter wt | 1413 | 1,570 
Hops ° Cwts. | 6,283 | 13,028 
Locust Beans - 48,013 22,000 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions iets bins Bushele. 119,728 | 247 680 
Potatoes one _ Cwts. 202,805 35,725 
Tomatoes , * 12,947 12,145 
Unenumerated ... con sie ue | Value Zz 3,927 5.502 
Vegetables, dried ... ove — oe aul Cwts. | 3,054 9,889 
eserved by canning... ... wil onl . | 8,918 4,454 


ee 


>. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1907, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 3d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906, in two 
volumes and a Supplement, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. 
for the first volume, 3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 9d. for 
the Supplement, at any of the addresses enumerated above. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives 
Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, and detailed statements 
of imports and exports of each article (from and to each country) 
in the first volume, in the second volume details as to customs 
revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country, and 
in the Supplement, Abstract and detailed tables showing countries 
of consignment of imports, and countries of ultimate destination 
of exports. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles whica appear in the November 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in Ovtober; Railway Dis- 
pute, Terms of Settlement; Mines and Quarries in 1906; Rules 
of Conciliation Boards; Proceedings of Distress Committees in 
1906-7 ; and Conciliation Cases. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 
A report from the following British Colony has been issued by 
the Colonial Office since the last number of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 


Journal,” viz. :— 
No. 549. Jamaica. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Statistical Tables relating to British Colonies, Possessions and 
Protectorates. Part XXX. 1905. [Cd. 3,706.] Price 6s. 7d.* 


This return, which is prepared annually in the Commercial, 
Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, contains 
much statistical information in regard to British Colonies, Posses- 


— 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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sions and Protectorates supplementary to the figures published in 
the “Statistical Abstract for the Colonies.” ‘The present issue, 
which relates to the year 1905, contains statistics of the population, 
foreign trade, shipping, finances, agricultural, and other industries 
of the various Colonies, &c. Among statements appearing for the 
first time may be mentioned those respecting the value of imports 
into the Australian Commonwealth, distinguishing countries of 
origin, during 1905; agricultural and live stock statistics of the 
Transvaal; the value of Rhodesian imports, distinguishing routes 
and countries of origin, in 1905, and of Rhodesian exports, dis- 
tinguishing, so far as possible, destinations and articles, in 1906; 
railway statistics of the Protectorate of Northern Nigeria for each 
of the years 1904 and 1905; mineral production (tin and gold) of 
the Federated Malay States; shipping statistics of the Tonga or 
Friendly Islands for 1905, &c., &e. 


Coal Tables, 1906. 349. Price 6d. 

This is the thirteenth annual number of this return, which is 
prepared in the Commercial, Labour, and Statistical Department 
of the Board of Trade, showing the production and consumption of 
coal in the principal countries of the world during each of the 
years from 1885 to 1906, or to the most recent years for which 
statistics are available. In addition to statistics of production and 
consumption, particulars are given of the average value per ton at 
the collieries, the number of persons employed in coal mining, 
coal imports and exports, &c. Statistics of lignite production and 
petroleum production in certain countries are also contained in the 
return. 

An article on the coal production and consumption of the prin- 
cipal countries of the world, based on this return, appears at 
pp. 450-2. | 


Aliens Act, 1905. A Return of Alien Pussengers brought to the 
United Kingdom from Ports in Europe or within the Mediterranean 
Sea during the three months ended 30th September, 1907 ; together 
with the number of Hxpulsion Orders made during that period 
requiring Aliens to leave tke United Kingdom. [Cd. 3,831). 
Price 14d. 

According to this return, the total number of alien passengers 
landed in the United Kingdom during July, August, and 
September from ports in Kurope and the Mediterranean Sea, was 
160,277. The number landed during the nine months ended the 
380th September, 1907, was 387,155, as compared with 373,617 
during the corresponding period of 1906. ‘There were 83 expulsion 
orders during the three months, as compared with 92 during the 
corresponding period of 1906. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. Agricultural Statistics, 1906. 
Vol. XLI. Part IV. Colonial and Foreiqn Statistics. Wah Index 
to Vol. XLI. [Cd. 3,832.] Price 54d. 


This is the fourth, and final, part of Volume XLI. of the annual 
Agricultural Statistics published by the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. It comprises particulars, in continuation of those given 
for many years past, of Colonial, Indian and Foreign Agriculture, 
and it also contains, for the first time, tables relating to the official 
prices of agricultural commodities in certain countries. Statistics 
for Great Britain, Ireland and the United Kingdom respectively, 
compiled as nearly as possible on the same plan as those given for 


the Colonies and foreign countries, are also (for convenience of 


comparison) included in this part of the report, although some of 
them have already appeared in Part I., published in December last. 


Banking, Railway and Shipping Statistics, Ireland (June, 1907). 
[Cd. 3,818.] Price 73d. 


This is the half-yearly report on the banking, railway and 
shipping statistics of Ireland, issued by the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and deals with the 
period January-June, 1907. The deposits and cash balances in 
joint stock banks amounted on the 30th June, 1907, to 48,067,0002. 
(excluding 2,957,000/. Government and other public accounts in 
the Bank of Ireland), being the highest amount for June of which 
there is record, and 2,225,000l. in excess of that for June, 1906. The 
estimated amount in the Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland on 
the 30th June, 1907, was 10,657,000/., as compared with 10,459,000. 
for the corresponding period of 1906. ‘The receipts of Irish 
railways during the first half of the year 1907, amounted to 
1,929,2401., an increase of 50,137/., or 2°7 per cent., as compared 
with the receipts during the first half of 1906. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is 
possible, information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : 
Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial 
Tariffs and Customs Regulations; Lists of firms abroad engaged 
in particular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender. Sources of Supply, Prices, 
&c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. There 
is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in addition 
to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of the 
Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of Trade, 
specimens of special interest that may be received from India, 
the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. The Govern- 
ments of India, Canada, and Queensland, also the Governments 
of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, 
Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters 
(see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 





SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 


India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. The office 
is under the superintendence of an India Office official, who is in 
daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. The 
current publications of the Government of India dealing with 
Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic pro- 
ducts, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continwed. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened, under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 
In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding Canadian 
import and export trade, and to supply information about 
Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their Agents 
in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the trade, 
prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon application to 
the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating 
to Queensland. A collection of articles representative of the 
pastoral, agricultural, and mining industries of Queensland is on 
view, and information regarding these industries can be obtained 
at the Office, as above. 

South Australia —The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, E.C. Mr. A. E. M. Norton, the Commercial Agent, is in 
charge of this department, and he will supply, free of cost, full 
information regarding the exports from South Australia of all sorts 
of Produce. Specimens of every description of South Australian 
Produce are now displayed in one of the offices of the Commercial 
Agent’s Department. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, London, S.W., for the purpose 
of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the superintendence 
of the Trades Commissioner, who, together with the Commercial 
Agent, deals with, and supplies free, information on trade subjects 
connected with the Colony, such as commercial products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, 
prospects for emigration, &c., &c. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, but under the 
general direction of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade. The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals 
with, and supplies free, information in regard to the products and 
resources of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to 
the settler, their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in 
force in them affecting trade, &c., &c. 














